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COMMITTEE TO STUDY PHOTOCOPYING- IN AUSTRALIA 
The Attorney-General, Senator Lionel Murphy, Q.C., said 
today he had appointed a Committee to examine photocopying 
practices in Australia and to consider whether any changes 
should be made tc the Copyright Act, 
The chairman of the committee will be Mr0 Justice Fra.nki 
of the Australian Industrial Courti 
The other members will be: -
o Miss Joyce Shewcroft - legal adviser to the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
o Mr0 Colin Marks - a solicitor with extensive 
experience in the copyright field, and 
Mr. Murray Haddrick, a senior officer of the 
Attorney-General's Department,, 
The Committee will examine the question of the repographic 
reproduction of works protected by copyright in Australia. It will 
recommend alterations to the Australian copyright law or any 
other measures necessary to maintain a proper balance between 
owners of copyright and the users of copyright materialo 
Repographic reproduction includes any system or technique by 
which facsimile reproductions are made in any size or form. 
The Attorney-General said that studies of the problems of 
photocopying were now being made in a number of overseas countries,, 
It was appropriate that the Committee should critically examine 
the particular problems affecting Australia in the photocopying 
area0 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
The extent to which photocopying free of copyright 
fees should be permitted on the grounds of fair dealing for 
education purposes was one of the most important qestions 
the Committee would have to consider. 
The Attorney-General said that the present rules on fair 
dealing and copying by libraries had been subject to criticism 
by representatives of copyright owners, libraries and 
educational institutions. 
When making recommendations, the Committee would take 
into account the application of the international copyright 
conventions. This would mean that any changes to the 
Australian law would.have general application to both 
Australian and foreign works. 
Senator Murphy said that Mr. Justice Franki had wide 
experience in industrial property and copyright law prior to 
his appointment to the bench. He was the Chairman of the 
Committ ee which prepared the report on amendments to the 
Australian copyright and industrial/designs legislation 
which is being considered by the Australian Government. 
The Attorney-General said the Committee would call 
for representations and evidence from interested sections of 
the Australian community. 
Canberra. 
June 20, 1974 
50/74 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
